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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER

We are firmly embedded in the season of expectancy, as Saint Nicholas 
fires the imagination and curiosity of our boys and girls - provided, of 
course, that behaviour is up to scratch! As we await the festival, never 
has the true meaning of Christmas been more relevant or important - 
for the hope of presents to come reflects the greatest gift that we can 
receive, born in the Bethlehem stable. Saint John’s Gospel opens with 
the mystery of that incarnation and the same Jesus would ask some 
three decades later ‘What do you seek?’ followed by the invitation to all 
‘come and see...’ Hope is born.

 WJ McKinney MA Hons PgDip MA Ed
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Dates for your Diary	 	
We regret that we are unable to invite parents to school events under current COVID-19 protocols. Christmas events will all be held in school this year.

Wednesday 9 December 	 - Junior School Celebration of Christmas (poems, songs, carols and readings)

Thursday 10 December 	 - Senior Carol Service 

Friday 11 December 	 - Christmas Lunch, followed by Christmas Class Movie 
	 	 	 	 - Term Ends (usual times)

Tuesday 5 January	 	 - Spring Term Commences

13-21 February 	 	 - Half Term

Friday 26 March	 	 - Spring Term Ends
	 	 	 	

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY.
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Letters To Show How Much We Care.

This week, Year 3 pupils have been 
busy writing letters to people living in a 
local care home, reaching out and 
hopefully giving a boost to the 
residents who might have struggled 
over the last few months.  

The children have written eloquently 
about what they like to do at school, 
their favourite subjects, hobbies and 
interests, as well as the imminent 
holiday celebrations and the gifts they 
hope to receive from Santa! 

We hope that reading about lots of 
happy, festive cheer from the boys and 
girls will give these most vulnerable 
people in our society a boost and let 
them know that we all care.  Perhaps 
when it is safe, pupils from The Old 
School Henstead might be able to visit 
in person, so that the connections we 
are forging now will be the start of 
something that goes beyond 
Christmas.

Mrs Sonn
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Break Test for Engineering Science.

In Year 5, we have been working hard 
on our science topic of Forces.  We 
looked at water resistance and how to 
help an object move more easily 
through water.  We found out that the 
more streamlined an object is, the 
easier it is for it to move through water 
as there is less resistance.  We 
designed our own boats to test on 
water to see which was the most 
streamlined.  We found out that the 
narrower it is and if it is pointed at the 
front, the more easily it moves through 
the water.

We then went on to look at the force of 
friction.  We were given the task of 
designing a brake pad for a bike.  We 
tested different materials to see which 
was the best material to stop the wheel 
of a bike from turning.  We found out 
that the more friction the material has, 
the quicker it stops the wheel from 
turning.  The best material was rubber.

Mrs Solomon
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Advent.

Year One pupils have been learning about Advent. They talked about the 
lead up to and preparation for Christmas, including Christmas decorations, 
wrapping presents and the fifth candle that is lit on Christmas Day.
- Mrs Loader
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Nursery News.

Christmas is fast approaching and the 
children are getting excited in Early Years. 
The classrooms are decorated and Mrs 
Webster has been working hard making 
decorations with the children to take home 
at the end of term. 

However, even the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth won’t stand in the way of our busy 
learning schedule. The children have been 
as working as hard as ever on their 
phonics and are becoming experts at 
identifying the initial sounds in words, 
finding objects to match the sounds and 
identifying letters in the alphabet that have 
particular significance to them. In maths 
they are challenging themselves to 
understand the meaning of numbers. The 
play dough area is always a good place to 
work with the children on maths activities 
as it lends itself to making birthday cakes. 
This involves counting out the right amount 
of candles or decorations to put on the 
cakes, dividing the cakes into equal 
portions and lots of shape recognition with 
the cutters, discussing the properties of 2D 
shape. On Thursday afternoons we have 
special problem solving activities. Each 
adult has a small group every week and we 
spend the afternoon solving mathematical 

problems using the toys, a story book or a 
game to develop mathematical thinking 
and reasoning. Favourites so far this term 
have been “camping with Maisy Mouse”, 
“Incey Wincey and the drainpipe” and 
“sorting Santa’s sack”. 

The weekly French lessons on  Mondays 
and Tuesdays are a popular activity, 
learning the names of the colours, animals 
and how to greet people and tell them their 
names. The children always come back 
buzzing after these sessions and tell us the 
new French words they have learned. 

Aside from structured learning, the children 
still have plenty of time to develop at their 
own place and engage with activities and 
resources of their choice. The garden and 
playing fields are very special places, with 
things to climb, space to run and play and 
areas to hide or make mud cakes. Look 
closely and you will see evidence of 
thinking, learning, challenges and 
progression in all areas happening every 
day. It’s a happy place to be.                      
- Mrs Vorster
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Candle Makers.

Reception and Nursery children had a busy afternoon making scented 
festive candles..
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Art Gallery.

Year One created some beautiful Christmas cards in Art lessons this week.
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Teamwork.

Year Five enjoyed an Outdoor Ed lesson indoors, learning the importance 
of teamwork.



Newsletter	 Issue 11    2020-2021

PTFA NOTICES.

	 	 	

Christmas Events

Christmas Movie Afternoon
Next Friday afternoon (11 December), children will enjoy a 
Christmas movie in their individual classes, with hot 
chocolate and cookies delivered! Pupils may bring a 
Christmas jumper to wear in the afternoon to get into the 
festive spirit.

Christmas Baubles             
Don’t forget to submit your Christmas Bauble order forms 
to the school office by Monday 7 December. 
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Mascots

Mascots were awarded this week to the 
pupils best demonstrating our school values 
for this half term - Resilience and Research.

Reception: Lucy for showing resilience and 
research consistently this term.

Year One: Olivia for resiliently overcoming 
the challenges when making a snowflake. 

Year Two: James for superb research during 
our letter writing topic.

Year Three: Grace-Marie for resiliently 
maintaining the cloakroom. 

Year Four: Hettie for resiliently working on 
division.

Year Five: Lola for her resilience in maths 
this week, using addition and subtraction 
well.

Year Six: Charlotte for showing great 
resilience when completing past papers 
over the week, in preparation for her exams 
in the New Year. 

Tortoise Tales 

To all the children at The Old School 
Henstead who looked after me this Autumn. 
I am so grateful for all the dandelions and 
clover you picked for me to eat, the weeds 

you have been cultivating, the new home 
you made me in the poly tunnel and the 
weekly warm baths. You will see from the 
photo that I am about to settle down for my 
winter sleep. As you all know I am a cold 
blooded creature and this means that I 
brumate. It is my warm blooded animal 
friends that hibernate. Mrs Vorster is about 
to help me bury down deep into a big box of 
top soil and the box will be stored in her 
garage. If all goes well I should start waking 
up at the end of February or early March. I 
am excited about coming back in Spring and 
know that you and Mr Hunter have plans for 
a new deluxe residence for me. I wish you all 
a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

OTHER NEWS.

@OldSchoolHstead

https://twitter.com/oldschoolhstead
https://twitter.com/oldschoolhstead

