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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER

We read so much nowadays of the failure of the younger generations to 
engage with the needs of others and how self-publicity and entitlement 
has become an accepted benchmark. Not so at The Old School 
Henstead! It has been touching to see even our youngest children 
empathise with this season of remembrance, to put back together in 
mind those who made the supreme sacrifice. It is as if the epitaph at 
Kohima, so far away on the memorial in North Eastern India, has been 
taken to heart.

W J McKinney MA Hons PgDip MA Ed

Newsletter 13 November 2020
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Dates for your Diary	 	

Tuesday 17 November - Nasal ‘Flu Immunisations (for pupils in Reception to Year 6, whose parents signed up).

Friday 20 November - 6.30pm PTFA Zoom Bingo.  Join in the fun!

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY.
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We will remember.

The Junior Choir began their service with 
“We Will Remember” by Mark and Helen 
Johnson. They showed their understanding 
of the importance of Remembrance by 
standing beautifully still and quiet during a 
reflective moment in the instrumental 
second verse. On the other hand,  “Wear a 
Poppy Today” is a lively and rousing song 
and the children performed with great gusto 
and enthusiasm. The song reinforces the 
importance of the emblem we use for 
Remembrance each November. The Senior 
Choir’s “Remembrance” sets some 
thought-provoking verse by Charles 
Henrywood to a melody by the composer 
Sibelius, with Charlotte and Lola performing 
the second verse as a duet. Mr McKinney 
joined the Senior Choir on his guitar for “We 
Shall Remember” by Niki Davies. Both 
choirs concluded their services with “Let 
There Be Peace on Earth”, a song which 
affirms that the way to lasting peace in the 
world can begin with the actions of each 
one of us, every day.

Mr Spencer
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Reflective Art.

Year 4 pupils reflect on Remembrance Day in their sketchbooks. Lest we 
forget.
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Reflective Art.

More glimpses of Year 4 sketchbooks, focussing on Remembrance Day.
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More S’more.

We rounded off a fortnight of learning about 
instructions for Year Two. Throughout the 
term, the children have explored the features 
of instructions through research and 
exploration. They have analysed, followed 
and written for a number of activities and 
crafts, including designing and creating 
parachutes, making origami pieces and 
preparing S’mores.

Crucial to instructions, the children found, is 
ensuring the steps are clear, straightforward, 
imperative and in chronological order. They 
also found that pictures and diagrams assist 
the reader to ensure that each step is easy to 
follow and understand.

Today’s final lesson, focussing on 
instructions, led to the children preparing and 
making s’mores over a campfire with the help 
of Mr McKinney. The children had the 
opportunity to learn about fire safety, too, 
along with how to select the best materials 
for a campfire.

A lovely fortnight of study with a delicious 
and warming conclusion. Well done, Year 
Two.   - Mr Hunt
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Even More S’mores.
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Marking Diwali - the Indian festival of lights.

Fire inspired singing round the camp fire, while tasting Indian food.  
Learning about Diwali - the Indian festival of lights.
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Remembrance Day Competition.

A competition to design bookmarks 
commemorating Remembrance Day was 
ably organised and run by Year 6 pupils.   
It was also their job to determine the 
winners (with the exception of Year 6 
entries, which were judged by the 
Headmaster).

The standard was so high that it was not 
easy to decide the winners.  Much 
debate took place, as not only was pride 
at stake, but prizes too!

After much deliberation, some excellent 
reasoning and persuasive arguing (the 
great Cicero himself would have been 
impressed), the worthy winners were 
chosen.  They are:

Reception - Evangelos                      
Year 1 - Lexi                                      
Year 2 - Jayden                                 
Year 3 - Caitlin                                    
Year 4 - Ted                                         
Year 5 - Raff                                         
Year 6 - Charlotte

Junior School Winner - Minty           
Senior School Winner - Isaac G

Well done all on a superb effort.             
- Mrs Sonn

Year 6 Pupils and Mrs Sonn
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Sports Gallery.
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Sports Gallery.
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Reception News.

A busy week in Reception, 
remembering and celebrating 
different events. Tuesday was 
a STEM day. In science, we 
experimented with milk, food 
colouring, vinegar and baking  
soda. For technology, we 
used the IPads to challenge 
our maths and thinking skills 
as well as following 
instructions. Engineering 
supported by our budding 
builders constructing towers 
and bridges, and our 
restaurant has encouraged 
counting and talking about 
money. 

On Wednesday we talked 
about peace and poppies 
and why we should 
remember.  Our week 
finished with a celebration for 
Diwali using sparklers. We 
also made biscuits for 
Children in Need which 
prompted some heartfelt 
discussions. - Mrs Scriven
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Big Sing for Children in Need.

On Friday afternoon, as part of the BBC's annual 
fundraising campaign for Children in Need, the 
Senior Choir with Mr Spencer performed a 
Sponsored Sing. The aim was to fill one hour with 
continuous song. As well as raising funds for a 
good cause, it was a great opportunity for each 
class to share some of the songs they have been 
working on with Mr Spencer to an audience, and 
several of Mrs Lincoln's singing students 
performed solos they had prepared with her. 

Thank you so much to all the parents who have 
already contributed and if you would still like to 
donate you may still do so, via the following 
fundraising page, enabling Children in Need to 
receive our donations directly within a week: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
OldSchoolHenstead

Mr Spencer

p.s. More pictures may be viewed on our facebook 
and twitter pages (see links on the last page).

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OldSchoolHenstead
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OldSchoolHenstead
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OldSchoolHenstead
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OldSchoolHenstead
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Nursery Gallery.
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PTFA NOTICES.

Zoom Bingo Night
School zoom Bingo Night 
20th November, starts 6.30. £3 per book. Tickets available now.       
Join in the fun!
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Mascots

Mascots were awarded this week to the 
pupils best demonstrating our school values 
for this half term - Resilience and Research.

Reception: Darcie, for resiliently reading and 
developing her phonics. 

Year One: Rafferty, for overcoming 
challenges.

Year Two: William for resiliently learning 
about instructions. 

Year Three: Rex for outstanding reading 
homework research.

Year Four: Edward for resilience whilst in 
pursuit of times table mastery. 

Year Five: Isaac M for researching and 
practising cubing numbers. 

Year Six: James for showing resilience 
during maths exam preparation.

Facebook & Twitter              

Follow us on Facebook on 
@theoldschoolhenstead and Twitter on 
https://www.twitter.com/oldschoolHstead 
(click on the links in colour above to reach 
our pages.)

OTHER NEWS.

@OldSchoolHstead

https://facebook.com/theoldschoolhenstead
https://facebook.com/theoldschoolhenstead
https://www.twitter.com/oldschoolHstead
https://www.twitter.com/oldschoolHstead
https://twitter.com/oldschoolhstead
https://twitter.com/oldschoolhstead

