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Calendar for next week	
 	
 	
 	


Monday 11 March	
 	
 British Science Week Begins - Forensic Science Workshops      	
                   
Tuesday 12 March	
 	
 1.30 Nursery, Reception & Year 1 Swimming                                                                       
	
 	
 	
 	
 2.15 Years 2 & 3 Swimming                                                                       
	
 	
 	
 	
 2.30 Years 4, 5 & 6 Gymnastics   	
 	
 	
 	
 	
       
Friday 15 March       	
 	
 Red Nose Day - normal uniform Bring a £1 to buy a red nose                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dates for your diary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Wednesday 27 March	
 	
 2.30 Inter-House Cross Country	
  	
 	
 	
 	
       
Thursday 28 March	
 	
 8.50 Easter Service at St Mary’s Henstead                                                      
Friday 29 March	
 	
 Big Day Out Cambridge	
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Message from the Headmaster
It has been a celebration of analysis this week - I have been impressed to see 
our year Five pupils scientific study of the digestive system - not for the faint-
hearted! Adventure and daring have been evident in the school’s drama 
department this week as the LAMDA results have come in. Huge 
congratulations to all the boys and girls who have worked hard and been 
rewarded with examination success. We are equally proud of the splendid work 
that Mrs Campling has done in preparing our candidates so well. World Book 
Day, together with a thought-provoking assembly from Year Two ended the 
week in fine style. Well done everybody!

Mr McKinney                       

     Pancake Races.   

Year One and Year Two had fun 
with a pancake race to 
celebrate Shrove Tuesday.

There were pancakes cooked 
for everyone to celebrate the 
day.
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There are many moments which I will fondly 
remember in my teaching career.  Sharing centre stage 
will certainly be Year Two’s performance and 
preparation of our class assembly this morning.

 

Michael Rosen and his animated performances are not 
easy to mimic. The volume of lines and sheer amount 
of expression he uses when performing are incredibly 
unique and special. This fact alone rendered Year Two’s 
poetry recital extra impressive. Their use of confident 
expression and timing was something to be very proud 
of indeed.

 

Coupled alongside the poetry performance was, of 
course, their film. The camera work, directing and 
interviews were all conducted by the children. Even my 
role as the editor was shared, with many of the 
children electing to sacrifice some of their playtime to 
help and take over responsibilities.

 

An excellent assembly production segued nicely into a 
revision session on fractions, choir recitals and music 
performances.

 

Well done today, Year Two.

 

Mr Hunt

   Movie Makers.  
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   Literary Celebrations.  
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We arrived at the beach on Friday morning 
ready to be coastal explorers.  After placing 
red flags in the sand to form a boundary for 
our activities, the children used binoculars to 
scan the landscape in all directions, looking for 
natural and human features.  They observed 
groynes, cliffs, the coastline itself, buildings and 
Gulliver the wind turbine amongst other 
features.  Even a shark and dinosaur fossil 
were spotted!

Next we compared two aerial photos, one 
taken in 1945 and the other in 2018.  The boys 
and girls noticed that there seemed to be 
more sand on the beach in last year’s photo.  
Our Suffolk Wildlife Trust guide asked them 
what they thought was responsible for all the 
changes and they correctly suggested the wind 
and the sea.

The children were taught how to use 
compasses and bubbles to detect which 
direction the wind was coming from.  First 
they had to locate North on the compasses 
and then blow some bubbles to find out where 
the wind was blowing from - accurately 
deducing that it was from southwest and 
heading northeast.

Then on to measuring how fast the wind was 
blowing to find out whether it could be strong 
enough to erode the sand.  After reeling out 
10 metres of tape, some children stood at one 
end of it and blew bubbles while the others 
stood at the other end and shouted out stop 
when the bubbles reached them.  They 
discovered that the bubbles moved 10 metres 
in 5 seconds which meant that the wind was 
blowing at 2 metres per second – quite brisk! 

We found out that the sea can erode the 
beach too. Cue a grand sandcastle erosion 
challenge!  In groups, the children built 
sandcastles and then we poured water on 
them to test their defences against the sea. 
Lots of elaborate castles and moats were 
created and each one withstood erosion by 
the water!

After lunch, and lots of fantastic science, the 
boys and girls thoroughly enjoyed a good old-
fashioned play in the sand.  What a brilliant day 
out with Suffolk Wildlife Trust.        Mrs Sonn

Mr Butcher

        Beachcombers.  



   5

Year Four Tomb Raiders 
on the Loose!

No game this as our proto 
Egyptologists climbed aboard the 
time bus for our annual trip to 
tangle with an ancient civilisation.

 

Handling the real thing, as in 
amulets, jewellery, charms and 
magical objects from 1,200 BC 
and beyond, has no substitute. 
The the absorption of knowledge 
by our Year Four historians was 
almost audible as they engaged 
with the museum's experts and 
re-enactors. 

Did they balk at the sight of an 
unwrapped mummy and the 
inevitable details of the 
embalming process? A laughable 
idea! 

The day's programme with its 
blend of performance, creativity 
and discovery was as effective as 
ever in promoting interest in and 
understanding of a fascinating 
and complex world and will 
hugely benefit our further 
explorations of the era.

Mr Butcher

   Tomb Raiders.  
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Year Four mums, dads and 
grandparents were 
welcomed by an eager 
class wanting to put them 
through their paces during 
Outdoor Education. 

The morning began with 
Gutterball.  A competitive 
game involving guttering 
and balls! It seemed only 
right to have children vs. 
parents, and all worked 
hard to get as many balls 
from one end of the pitch 
to the other by passing 
them through the 
guttering. It’s safe to say 
the parents won! 

Next came the tent 
assembling…. another 
interesting lesson from 
both children and parents 
alike. It was pleasing to 
see all tents up correctly 
in the allotted time (with 
a little help from Mr 
McKinney). This was 
completed in preparation 
for our Wardens Centre 
trip in a few weeks’ time. 

Our last lesson of the 
morning was Science and 

we were continuing with 
our topic on sound. The 
children demonstrated to 
our guests how sounds 
are vibrations and we 
used a beating drum and 
some rice to see the 
vibrations for ourselves. 
We also investigated how 
louder sounds cause 
larger vibrations by hitting 
the drum harder. We then 
worked in groups to 
display how sound travels 
to the ear. 

A big thank you to all Year 
Four visitors. We hope 
you enjoyed your morning 
at school with us.

Miss Coxon and Mr Hunter

        Back to the Classroom.
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On Monday we picked up 
the pace as we practised our 
competitiveness running on 
the cross-country course.

 

On Tuesday we made, flipped 
and ate our own pancakes. 
Our writing and spelling 
came in handy as we created 
a list of ingredients.

 

On Wednesday we were 
introduced to money and 
how many pennies are in the 
different coin denominations.

 

On Thursday we surprised 
each other as we arrived at 
school dressed as our 
favourite book characters. 
Our inquisitive minds helped 
us to learn about different 
types of books.

 

On Friday we got our hands 
dirty and made picture 
frames for our very own 
masterpieces.

 Reception you have had a 
fantastic week and I didn’t 
even mention French, music, 
swimming, literacy and 
numeracy lessons! What will 
next week bring? Red noses 
maybe…

Mrs Scriven

  Reception Roundup.
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Dragons, castles, knights and 
princesses have been the themes for 
the last two weeks in Nursery. 

The children have participated fully in 
all the activities and challenges they 
have been set. We have used all our 
problem solving, thinking skills to 
rescue princesses that have been 
taped up in high places or secured 
with tricky knots. 

There has also been a naughty 
dragon who has set us plenty of 
number problems to solve using his 
treasure horde. We have had dragon 
school, knight training and princess 
academy role plays and even made 
our own shields and armour. 

The theme has been great for 
introducing the children to some 
new, quality texts and the we have 
enjoyed plenty of snuggly moments 
in the book corner reading 
independently or with friends. 

Mrs Vorster and Miss Butcher

    Nursery News.   

Nursery Star of the Week
Congratulations to Edie. You have impressed Tilly with your 
happy, smiles and positive attitude in nursery. Enjoy your 
sleepover. 
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Following his suggestion at a recent 
School Council meeting to acquire a 
new basketball net, Jude was keen to 
help assemble it upon arrival.  It is 
now installed for enjoyment during 
morning and lunch breaks. 

To celebrate and help raise funds on 
Red Nose Day, on Friday 15 March, 
pupils should come into school in 
NORMAL UNIFORM and bring a £1 
to purchase a red nose! We have 
stocks ready at school.  Let’s try to 
raise funds for those less fortunate. 

Be sure to let us know if any of your 
contact details change (telephone 
numbers or address) to ensure we 
are able to contact you.

@OldSchoolHstead

   School Council Net                 Red Nose Day                  Contact Details                                                     

Club Corner.  Mascot Awards.   

Mascots were awarded this week to the pupils best demonstrating our school values for 
this half term -    Adventure and Analysis:

Reception:  Jayden for continuing the new adventures in Reception. 

Year 1: Caitlin for an adventurous start at her new school.

Year 2: Isabella for adventurously using expression during our poetry recital. 

Year 3: Jude for bringing adventure to the playground and recommending a basketball net.

Year 4: Bertie for analysing Egyptian artefacts. 

Year 5: Immy for an in-depth and analytical investigation on the stomach.

Year 6: Rebecca for analysing and finding a solution to a pie chart construction challenge.

 

UNIFORM 
SHOP

Opening Times           
Term Time

    
Mondays 8.15-9.15 

  Thursdays 3.15-4.15


