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Calendar for next week	
 	
 	
 	


Monday 4 February	
 	
 9.00 Year 3 visits Suffolk Wildlife Trust                                                        
Tuesday 5 February	
 	
 Safer Internet Day                                                                                       
	
 	
 	
 	
 8.45 Digital Leaders Assembly                                                                        
	
 	
 	
 	
 No Swimming Due to Pool Maintenance (alternative lessons timetabled)                                                                        
	
 	
 	
 	
 2.30 Years 4, 5 & 6 Gymnastics                                                                     
	
 	
 	
 	
 4.15 Safer Internet Day - Parent’s Seminar - thinkuknow?                                                                                                                        
Friday 8 February                   	
 8.45 Year 1 Assembly                                                                                  
	
 	
 	
 	
 Years 1 & 6 Open Classrooms                                                                             
Saturday 9 February 	
 	
 LAMDA Examinations	
                                               	
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Dates for your diary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Thursday 28 March	
 	
 8.50 Easter Service at St Mary’s Henstead                                                      
Friday 29 March	
 	
 Big Day Out Cambridge	
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Message from the Headmaster
We are greatly looking forward to welcoming the whole Old School Henstead 
community to our Open morning, guests, parents, grandparents, and children of 
all ages. It will be a busy programme in which our boys and girls will be able to 
showcase their learning and also collaborate across the age range as house 
teams. Hot dogs for lunch to finish - just the thing on a chilly morning. Welcome 
all! 

Mr McKinney                       

 Open Morning.   

Our next Open Morning takes place tomorrow on Saturday 2 February. 
Pupils’ registration will take place at 9.30. We encourage family, friends and 
other visitors to arrive between 9.45 and 10.00 so that they may choose 
their options for the morning.  It is also an opportunity for parents and 
grandparents to join their children in school for the morning.  

Pupils should arrive in usual full uniform, including blazers 
for registration at 9.30.

We appreciate your support in spreading the word. 
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Year Two’s trip to Ringsfield Hall 
was wonderful this year.

 

Offering the children the 
opportunity to reconnect with 
nature, Year Two enjoyed a fun-
filled morning with lots of 
interesting activities.  An incredibly 
chilly morning, the children first 
collaborated in making a campfire 
by collecting appropriate materials 
and working with the supervisor in 
contributing to the fire (a welcome 
contribution, indeed). Having 
provided some much-needed 
warmth, the children prepared hot 
chocolate and procured some 
blankets for the group and listened 
to some wonderfully immersive 
and exciting stories about the 
woods under the shelter.

 

After, the children again had the 
opportunity to work in teams and 
this time build dens.  Always 
prepared to rise to the occasion, 
Year Two made structurally and 
aesthetically superb dens which 
anyone would be glad to spend a 
night in, I’m sure.

 

As always, the conduct and 
behaviour of the children during 
the visit did the school proud. Well 
done, Year Two. 

 

Mr M Hunt

 

   Out in the Woods.  
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This morning we gathered in St Mary’s Church for our service for 
Candlemas, a Christian festival commemorating the Presentation 
of Christ in the temple. Members of Year Three brought this story 
to life for us, telling it very effectively through readings and acting  
They are to be congratulated on a confident and thoughtful 
presentation. In the story we learnt how it was the custom in 
Jesus’ time to take new babies to the temple to thank God for 
their safe arrival. Before the service all the children had spent 
some time thinking of something they wanted to say thank you 
for. These thoughts were then written down on ‘flames’ and hung 
on a prayer tree in the church

Emily, Imogen, Rebecca and Thomas were the fine soloists in the 
choir’s beautiful performance of ‘ Christ , be Our Light’ by 
Bernadette Farrell, a song which encourages us to think of how 
we can help people in need of food, water, shelter and love , and 
so bring more ’light’ into the world

Candlemas also marks the midpoint of winter, halfway between 
the shortest day and the spring equinox. In ancient times winter 
was a very dark time and candles were very valuable, but candles 
have a special significance for Christians as they represent the 
‘light’ that Christ can bring into a dark and frightening world. The 
Reverend Barrie explained how he makes new candles from the 
little pieces of wax and old used candles, and that no scrap of wax 
was too small or insignificant to be of use  - just as none of us are 
too small or insignificant, we are all special and important.

 

Miss Sindall

 

          Candlemas.  
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As we develop our understanding of 
the world around us and improve 
on our personal, social and 
emotional development we enjoy 
communicating and using our ever-
expanding vocabulary to support 
our learning.

 

‘Africa Alive!’ has been the focus of 
our week and has enabled us to 
embrace all seven areas of our 
learning. We have been inspired by 
the wonder of African animals and 
using collaboration, the experience 
of our day out and creative peer 
feedback we have made our own 
display for our animal topic.

 

We have been running like 
cheetahs, swimming like fish and 
playing like monkeys during our 
playtimes and lessons. We also 
enjoyed animal yoga in the 
classroom to help us relax and 
focus.

 

We have been using our phonetic 
knowledge and our sounds to write 
the names of our favourite animals 
to make labels. We can also now 
have a go at writing a simple 
sentence.

 

As well as our daily reading practice 
we have been looking at animal 
story books. We can decode some 
of the words and read them aloud, 
we also enjoy talking with each 
other about the stories and 
showing off our fantastic knowledge 
of animals and phonics.  

 

We enjoy experimenting with 
mathematical language on a daily 
basis. At the zoo we talked about 
the different sizes of animals. We 
use our toy animals to experiment 
with measuring and weighing. The 
frozen animals and water beads in 
our outside area have also been an 
excellent opportunity to 
understand capacity and how liquids 
can change into solids. Our 
knowledge of time, patterns, shapes 
and money was put to the test as 
we enjoyed our day at the zoo, 
visited the shop and used maths to 
understand the natural world during 
our educational talk on habitats. 

Mrs Scriven & Mrs Dakin

  Reception Roundup.
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"How does it work?" "What will 
happen if?" "What do you think?" 
"Why will that happen?" "How do 
you know?" We question the children 
in Nursery all the time to develop 
their creative and critical thinking. 

We enjoy hearing their ideas for 
games and activities and encourage 
them to be independent in getting 
the resources they need and 
organising themselves. 

When we plan activities to do with 
the children we think carefully about 
how to include opportunities for the 
children to represent and develop 
their own ideas. 

The photographs on this page are 
examples of the children planning, 
making decisions, making links, 
predictions and testing their ideas. 

Mrs Vorster and Miss Butcher

    Nursery News.   

Nursery Star of the Week
Congratulations Beatrix.  Tilly will be going home with 
Beatrix this weekend for a sleepover. Tilly loves to watch 
Beatrix having fun with her friends. Beatrix never stops 
smiling and giggling. 
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 SPORTS ROUND UP
Basketball

                                                             

     

                                                 

Still buzzing from last weeks victory,  Year 6 headed 
off for their first ever Basketball tournament. 

The format for the afternoon was that the boys 
would play the first half with the girls then playing 
the second. Harry was most pleased to be elected 
to buzzer duty for the afternoon when not on 
court!

Finding ourselves in a tough group, including the 
eventual finalists, we were in for a tough afternoon.  
It was Phoenix up first and the boys found 
themselves quickly 2-0 down through some 
accurate basket shooting from our opponents, 
however we began to get a foothold in the game 
just as the half time buzzer went. The girls knew it 
would be an uphill challenge but quickly got to grips 
with the on-court strategy, managing to pull two 
baskets back through Daisy and Kate, but conceding 
a late basket to lose 3-2.

Up next were Grove school who caused the boys 
all sorts of problems, making it hard to organise 
defensive play hard and scoring two extraordinary 

baskets from long range; with two more added just 
before the interval. the girls had to overhaul a four 
basket deficit and they gave it a good go, Honor, 
Ebony and Kate managing to score the requisite 
baskets to bring it all level, but they could not find 
that elusive fifth to win the game.

Our final group game saw us play the eventual 
winners, this was the boys best group game coming 
in level at half time through a great basket from 
Charlie, however the girls could't find a winner and 
we eventually drew 1-1. 

The final fixture of the afternoon saw the boys pull 
out their best performance, managing to give the 
girls a lead at half time through a basket from Tom. 
The girls dominated the second period scoring four 
baskets unanswered and winning 5-0.

A great introduction to tournament basketball and 
a super effort from all our boys and girls.

Mr Hunter
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Congratulations to Isabelle, who has  
qualified for the British Fencing Youth 
Championships.  Here is a link to a 
news article from The Lowestoft 
Journal:                                     
https://www.lowestoftjournal.co.uk//
news/fencing-trio-reach-british-
fencing-championships-1-5871122

May we ask parents of children in 
Reception to Year 6 to ensure their 
children remember to bring in their 
school duffle coats as the weather is 
now very cold and we need the 
children to be wrapped up well for 
break times and school trips, to help 
prevent colds and other seasonal 
illnesses. Only uniform coats, hats, 
scarves and gloves are permitted to 
be worn at school and on trips. 
These items are all available from 
our Uniform Shop. Kindly ensure all 
uniform items are clearly labelled, so 
that any mislaid items may be 
reunited quickly with their correct 
owners.  Thank you.

Emergency Closure Procedures

In the event of the school being 
closed owing to bad weather (or any 
other cause, for that matter) the 
following procedure will be followed:

The Headmaster or his 
representative will contact staff and 
parents as soon as possible (ideally 
before 7.30 a.m.)

This procedure will operate on each 
and every day the school is closed.

If any of your contact numbers have 
changed recently, please email your 
new details to the office as soon as 
possible.

@OldSchoolHstead

       Fencing Success                 Winter Uniform                    Emergency                                                                          

Club Corner.  Mascot Awards.   

Mascots were awarded this week to the pupils best demonstrating our school values for 
this half term -    Empathy and Experiment:

Reception: William for experimenting with fine motor control and handwriting.

Year 1: Chloe for showing empathy by organising her classmates’ footwear. 

Year 2: Isabelle for experimenting with different twists and tales to story writing. 

Year 3: Millie for empathy in relating to others and comforting in moments of tenderness. 

Year 4: Bertie for experimentation and presentation with planet-based studies.

Year 5: Kitty for experimenting and perfecting her handwriting style. 

Year 6: Collective award for the class for being excellent tour guides this week. 

 

UNIFORM 
SHOP

Opening Times           
Term Time

    
Mondays 8.15-9.15 

  Thursdays 3.15-4.15
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