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Calendar for next week 	

Sunday 29 April	

	

Monday 30 April	

Tuesday 1 May	

 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Wednesday 2 May	

Thursday 3 May	

	

Friday 4 May	

 	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

7.00 Year 6 departs for Snowdonia
10:30 Year 5 departs for Kingswood
1.30 Nursery, Reception and Year1 Swimming
1.30 Parent & Toddler Group
2.15 Years 4, 5 & 6 Swimming
2.30 Years 2 & 3 Gymnastics
4.10 Year 5 returns from Kingswood
9.30 Year 4 departs for Wardens Centre
9.30 Police visit Early Years Foundation Stage
4.30 Year 6 returns from Snowdonia
4.30 Year 4 returns from Wardens Centre

Dates for your diary
Monday 7 May	

 	

Friday 25 May	

 	

Saturday 23 June
	

	

	


	

	

	

 	

	


Bank Holiday (School Closed)	

The Henstead Hike
9.45 Open Morning (Half day school with programme of activities)
2.00 Henstead Golf Day (save the date!)

Message from the Headmaster
We could not have asked for a better start to the most exciting term of the
school year. Sunny weather, al fresco lunches and summer uniform. Trips
fortnight is under way with the first visits reported later in this edition.
Rehearsals for the summer shows, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat for the Upper School and Treasure Island for the Lower
School are also under way. Mr Butcher is already planning the construction of
the sets! Mr McKinney

Stay in touch with us!
Under new legislation which comes into force
on 25 May, The General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) requires that we have your
permission to continue to be in contact with
you. May I remind parents to reply to our GDPR

email, opting in to remain in contact with the
school.
Our privacy statement and data protection
policy are available to view on our website.
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Animal Magic.
Year 3 has been helping to look
after some special new members
of the Henstead family over the
last few weeks. Introducing our
three baby chicks: Gandalf,
Blackbeard and Yokey, and our
five lambs which have yet to be
named. (Suggestions on a
postcard).
After deciding that they would
like to keep chickens, the boys
and girls set about researching
where to buy and how to care
for them. Some fertile Silky
chicken eggs were purchased and
an incubator set up to house the
new arrivals. After 21 days of
anxiously checking, the children
were delighted to find that three
chicks hatched. The boys and
girls set up a brooder (heat lamp)
to keep them warm during those
first precious days of life and they
are now thriving.
Our five lambs are also doing
very well under the watchful and
caring eyes of all the children at
the school, who are working
together to ensure that they have
the best start in life. They are
protected at night inside a
specially constructed hut,
situated in the outdoor
education area. Between them,
the pupils are bottle-feeding
them four times a day and our
four-legged furry friends are
loving the attention! We are
fortunate enough to have them
with us until the end of the
school year in July when they will
be three months old.
Mr Hunter
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Zoology at Thrigby Hall.
An excited bus of children and
teachers set off on a journey....
"Mrs Loader, what are you writing?"
asked Elliot in Year 1.
"I'm writing a report for the
newsletter, would you like to help me
and say what has happened so far?"
"Yes. First, we packed our raincoats
and packed lunches. I packed a packet
of tissues in case anybody was
bleeding. The weather was really
sunny and really cloudy. The roads
were a bit twisty and the journey was
very long. We went over a bridge and
saw some boats. Next we passed
some pigs! It took ages to get there,"
said Elliot.
We entered a gate into the
landscaped grounds of Thrigby Hall,
where there is a special collection of
rare animals from Asia. Here we
hoped to find endangered tigers, huge
crocodiles, noisy gibbons and many
more exciting animals.
A unique network of raised walkways
allowed us to get up close and
personal with some magnificent
creatures. First, we encountered a
pair of critically endangered Sumatran
Tigers: a male called Kubu and a
female called Dua. This tiger
subspecies is found only on the
Indonesian island of Sumatra. Fewer
than 400 Sumatran tigers exist today.
In 1978, experts estimated the
population of Sumatran tigers at
1,000.

sunshine, foraging for food and
grooming. We could also see the one
that was acting as 'Sentry', standing
on hind legs, keeping a look out and
alerting the others to any potential
danger.
Next we saw both Siamang Gibbons
and White Handed Gibbons. They
made very loud whoops and howls
when they call to each other. The
Gibbons breed well at Thrigby and we
were amazed to see a small baby
clinging on to his Mother's front
while swinging high on lofty
branches. We were dazzled by their
acrobatic skills as they leapt from
branch to branch.
A most unusual creature, native only
to The Old School, Henstead
Reception classroom, was spotted in
the Reptile House, next to the
crocodiles. It was Buzzy Bee! He
had been found, safe and sound. He
returned back to school with us all,
tired but happy.
Reception,Year 1 & Year 2

We looked high up into the trees
to spot the endangered Red Panda
sleeping on a branch. The red panda
is slightly larger than a domestic cat
with a bear-like body and thick russet
fur. The belly and limbs are black, and
there are white markings on the side
of the head and above its small eyes.
It was hard to miss the centrally
located meerkats with their comical
and sociable behaviour. We were able
to watch the group basking in the
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Farm Adventures.
We arrived at Jimmy's Farm ready for a
day of outdoor fun and adventures, and
we weren't disappointed.
We were greeted by the sight of one of
the resident male peacocks, its
magnificent feathers spread out in
welcome. Our first activity was minibeast hunting in the bluebell-filled wood.
We found all kinds of creatures from
millipedes to woodlouse. After
examining them through our
'bugnoculars', the tiny critters were
returned to their homes under logs and
dead leaves.
We then went on a time walk through
the wood, discovering the fierce and
magnificent mammals which would have
roamed these lands in the past. We saw
a lion, a wolf and even a sabre-toothed
tiger!
After lunch, accompanied by cries from
the peacock, we visited some of the farm
animals. The children each held a longhaired Peruvian guinea pig, and we were
entertained by the family of slendertailed meerkats, marvelling at them as
they stood on duty, keeping an eye out
for danger.
Next up, goat and sheep-feeding. The
children are old hands at this, having
spent the last two weeks caring for our
resident lambs, and they acquitted
themselves most capably. Then we visited
the alpaca and reindeer enclosures and
on to the butterfly house. The children
were treated to the sight of these
beautiful creatures fluttering over their
heads and we were told that whilst most
butterflies only last for a summer, some
butterflies can live for up to a year.
Next up, a bit of den-building. The boys
and girls thoroughly enjoyed making all
kinds of new homes in the wood. There
was just enough time before we left for a
jump on the bouncy pillow. Then we
thanked our fantastic host, Suzanne, and
travelled back to school, having had a
super day out. Thank you to all at
Jimmy's Farm
Mrs Sonn and Mr Butcher
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Reception Roundup.
It was lovely to welcome back Reception to their last term and to be
able to enjoy the warmer and sunnier weather. They have embraced
their learning and are already demonstrating this term’s value
Teamwork.
The focus of our learning this term is the six classifications of
animals: mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates.
We have focused this week’s learning around bees as our class
mascot Buzzy Bee went missing over the Easter holidays. This topic
has created great enthusiasm and helped support the children’s
maths and literacy, as well as their understanding of the world around
them.
We particularly enjoyed looking at some real bees, tasting honey
straight from the honeycomb and going on an insect hunt around the
school.
The focus for our games lessons this term is athletics and we will
continue to build on our running, jumping and throwing in
preparation for Sports Day.
Summer show themes have been announced and our music lessons
are now focused on the drama, music and language that will support
our confident children when they appear on stage in July.
To support our learning and transition to Year One we accompanied
Key Stage One on a trip to Thrigby Hall, where, to our amazement,
we found Buzzy Bee nesting in the swamp house along with the
crocodiles!
Mrs Scriven & Mrs Dakin
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Nursery News.
In Nursery we have been
reading Cave Baby by Julia
Donaldson.
The children were inspired to
do their own cave paintings.
They used mud and sand to
mix paints and used sticks,
fingers and hands to create
their pictures. Inside Nursery
we made a cave and the
children have had great fun
using it as a role play area.
The children have also
become baby mad, setting up a
baby clinic and a crèche for
the baby dolls. They have been
showing how caring they can
be bathing them, singing to
them, giving them bottles and
putting them to bed.
As a treat we had a real baby
come and spend the morning
with us. Baby Stanley came
along with his Mummy who
showed us how to feed him,
change his nappy and answer
all of the sensible questions
that the children asked.

Nursery Star of the Week
Nursery Star of the Week award goes to James. Priscilla has
been very impressed with the good questions you have been
asking this week on the carpet and she has also noticed how
you have been trying hard to write your name. Enjoy the
sleepover.
Mrs Vorster & Miss Butcher
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School Council Election.
Democracy at The Old
School Henstead
Pupil Voice is embedded in the dayto-day running of The Old School
Henstead and the School Council is
a platform upon which our pupils
can have their say. The School
Council meets each week and
democratically elected class
representatives make suggestions
that are listened to and actioned.
School Council discusses and when
agreed, passes proposals to the
Headmaster for further
consideration and feedback. Minutes
and proposals are kept in hard copy
and can be viewed by any pupil at
any time.
The value of Pupil Voice is
immeasurable, increasing selfconfidence, feelings of
empowerment, and a greater sense
of responsibility. Pupils develop an
improved perception of the school
environment, gaining insight into the
the life of the school and the
attention to detail needed to meet
their needs.
I look forward to working with the
newly elected School Council and
thank all pupils who stood for
election. Miss Clifton

The Results
Reception
Year1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Raef & Robin
Samuel & Robyn
Tom & Lolah
Gabriel & Charlotte
Isobel & Isabelle
Charlie & Emily
Tabatha & Matthew
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MascotCorner.
Awards.
Club
This half term we are focussing on our core value of Teamwork. The well-deserved
recipients of this week’s mascot awards are:
Reception: Robin for demonstrating excellent teamwork whilst on the hunt for
Buzzy Bee.
Year 1: Isabella for being a fantastic member of the Year 1 team.
Year 2: Isla for working well in team groups.
Year 3: Charlotte for working well as a member of the lamb-feeding group.
Year 4: Francis for being encouraging and supportive to his team mates in and out of
class.
Year 5: Rosie for working well as a team member, pairing up in class learning.
Year 6: Rachael, Matthew, Sophia and Olivia for teamwork in preparing for the School
Council elections.

Tennis Season

Our After School Tennis Clubs have
resumed this week, under the expert
coaching of tennis pro Mr Ben
Thompson. If you wish your child to
join one of the tennis groups, but are
uncertain which level, please enquire
at the office. The clubs run on
Mondays and Thursdays, from 4:15 to
5:15. Racquets are available to
borrow.

Uniform Sun Hats

As we are experiencing some very
strong sunshine on most days now,
please ensure your child comes to
school with a school uniform
summer hat (available in house
colours from the Uniform Shop for
£5) and pack suncream in your
child’s bag. Thank you.

PTFA

PTFA Events

Please keep a look out for
forthcoming PTFA events this term,
both on the PTFA noticeboard and
in the weekly newsletter. We
appreciate your support.

UNIFORM
SHOP

News Extra

Opening Times
Family Quiz Thursday 10
May. See Page 8 for details
and sign up your team.
Wa t c h t h i s s p a c e f o r
upcoming events.

@OldSchoolHstead

(Term Time)
Mondays 8.15-9.15
Thursdays 3.15-4.15
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