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Calendar for next week 	

Tuesday 7 March	

Thursday 9 March	
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Year Two visits Time & Tide Roman Exhibition
9.15 Visit to the Lego Innovation Suite (Year Two)
	

	

	

	


Dates for your diary
Saturday 25 March
Thursday 30 March
Friday 31 March	

	

Monday 3-Friday 7 April 	

	

	

	

	


	

 	

	

 	

	

	

	


Trinity College Music Examinations
8.45 Easter Service at St Mary’s Henstead (parents welcome)
Big Day Out
Holiday Club (details and booking forms will be sent out soon)
	

	

	


Message from the Headmaster
The greatest adventure is perhaps the one we pursue in our imagination,
for the ability to wonder and to enjoy the magic of the journeys we can
take in our mind should never leave us. I have been pleased to read and
hear a wide range of creative writing this week, not least from members of
Years Three and Four, who have responded magnificently to the challenge
of how an elephant pushing a perambulator might feel, or how to get back
to sleep after the dream that you least expected to have. World Book Day
capped the week in style and was hugely enjoyed by children of all ages, as
you will see!
Mr McKinney

Pancake Race Pace.
Year Two enjoyed a competitive pancake race on Shrove Tuesday, during a short break from their studies.
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World Book Day
was packed with
adventurous literary
activities, including a
creative writing
challenge, whereby
each year group wrote
a start, middle section
and ending of a
number of stories,
which were read out in
an end of day World
Book Day assembly.
The results showed
great imagination and
writing craft, helped no
doubt by the costumes
worn around the
school.
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Wire Gallery.
Here are some of the wonderful wire sculptures created by pupils in the Animal Art After School Club.
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Nursery News.
Vets and Pets
We returned to Nursery after half-term
with a purr-fect attitude to start our
new topic 'vets and pets'. Over the past
few weeks we have taken part in lots of
themed activities.
We had a cat-astrope and had to make
x-rays of poorly animals.
We had to return the right sized bones
to the right dogs. Fur-tunately the
children were very good at this!
We had the oppawtunity to explore real
dry dog food and hay.
We tested our letter knowledge and
have been working out the sounds in
animal names. Pawsome work children!
Please don't forgot to visit the Henstead
Veterinary Surgery. We are open during
School hours, welcome all types of
animals and hope we get them them
feline fine again soon!
p.s. Nursery had a visit on Friday
afternoon from Vinny the tortoise,
brought in by Mrs Vorster.Vinny proved
to move faster than expected when he
was lifted out of his carrying box!

Nursery Star of the Week
Nursery Star of the Week goes to Mia, who has done some
fantastic letter work recently and can sound out the phonics
in simple words. The grown ups and Sparky are impressed!
Great work Mia. Have a great time with Sparky.
Miss O'Mara & Miss Butcher
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Data Dashboard.
This week in Mathematics we started
learning about the process of data
handling.
Beginning with the various processes
used to collect data, like tally charts,
we quickly transitioned to the task of
presenting data in an aesthetic and
efficient fashion.
Indeed, in an attempt to make the task
of data handling meaningful, the
children decided to collect and
represent data about the most
popular local towns and villages lived
in by members of the school.
The attitude towards the task from
the class, as always, was filled with
enthusiasm and diligence.
Mr Hunt
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Reception Roundup.
What a busy week in Reception! We said
goodbye to winter and welcomed March
with some discussions about spring.
In a science and cookery lesson on
Tuesday we joined Year One and Mr
Butcher to make our own pancakes. We
all had a turn at flipping a pancake and all
made it back in the pan!
Maths continues to be a part of our
everyday learning with lots of counting,
ordering and identifying numbers to 20.
We are enjoying our number bonds to 5
and doing simple addition sums.
During literacy we have been focusing
on our handwriting and how we can use
digraph sounds, tricky words and high
frequency words to make our own
sentences. We also had a go at
sequencing our own Incy Wincy Spider
story. On Thursday we celebrated World
Book Day by sharing books and stories
with children from different classes
across the school. We also talked about
books, authors and illustrators and the
distinction between the latter two. Super
effort with the costumes - well done
Reception.
During Art we have been making our
own animal paintings linked to our
assembly. We have been very busy
rehearsing for our Class assembly this
week and have all made a tremendous
effort with our speaking, listening and
confidence.
Great work Reception!
Mrs Scriven and Mrs Dakin
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All around the world.

Reception have been learning all
about the world we live in and
how different continents have
different languages, climates, foods
and traditions. We have given the
children an opportunity to share
this knowledge with the school
and have their first real attempt
at public speaking. They
performed an assembly in front of
the whole school, parents and
grandparents.
The children chose to dress as
animals or in traditional outfits
from different continents. They
hosted the whole assembly and
even chose the hymn we would
sing - ‘He’s got the whole world
in his hands’ - and wrote their
own prayer.
In music Reception children were
introduced to instruments and
music from around the world and
rehearsed a song about penguins
which fitted the assembly
perfectly.

skills to tell us about famous
landmarks, customs and facts. We
made flags to represent their
country and had examples of art
and written work that had been
done in class.
As French is a weekly lesson the
children enjoy, they decided to
treat parents to a traditional
French Breakfast after the
assembly, where they could
practise their French speaking
and serve their parents and
grandparents some typical French
food.
A lot of preparation and
rehearsals went in to the
assembly and the children have
benefited from consolidating their
learning, practising their confident
speaking and sharing their
learning experiences and
knowledge with the school. Well
done Reception!
Mrs Scriven and Mrs Dakin

Every child was assigned a
continent and used their speaking
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Planetary
Plenary.
Club
Corner.

This term in Year Four we have been learning about our Solar
System in Science. After showing some images of our own galaxy
and others, we now understand just how small we are inside
such an enormous collection of planets, stars and empty space.
From this starting point, the pupils have been eager to learn
more about our Solar System. Not only have the children been
doing research in our lessons, but many have been taking
initiative to continue their research at home. Did you know that
light from the Sun takes eight minutes to reach Earth? Or that
the side of Mercury facing the Sun is 400 degrees Celsius?
However, the side of Mercury not facing the Sun (the dark side)
drops to -200 degrees Celsius?
Later this week we will be researching further about Mercury
and Venus. I cannot wait to see what exciting facts the pupils find.
Mrs Jensen
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SPORTS ROUND UP
Cross Country

CROSS COUNTRY
On Wednesday afternoon 36 Henstead runners took
part in the inter-school cross country event at St
Felix School. Running conditions were better than last
year and participants were set for an exciting
afternoon.
The Under 8s & 9s ran the traditional course around
the sports side of the school grounds, whilst the
under 10s & 11s found themselves heading for
pastures new as they ran on the other side of the
school, sadly not in the view of the large number of
supporting parents and pupils.
The Under 8 Boys were up first with Francis leading
the way, finishing in an impressive 5th position, with
Marli, Harry S and Caleb all finishing closely together
to give us a good overall team score.
The team performance of the day followed, with our
Under 8 Girls impressing everyone and winning the
team event! Darcey was first home in 3rd position
with Isabelle, Isobel and Kitty all finishing in the top
12.
Our largest running groups ran in the Under 9 event.
Starting with the boys, Harry found himself in the
leading pack and finished 11th overall with Louis, Jack
and Harvey battling away to try and finish as high up
as possible.

finishing 4th and 7th, with Skye just finishing outside
the top 10 and Emily not far behind. The Pinks had
Honor leading them home, finishing 20th, with Daisy
two places behind her and Rebecca and Matilda both
giving their all until the finish line.
The Under 10 races for the Boys were tough going,
with Archie first home in 23rd position, closely
followed by Thomas, Alex and Matthew. The Under 10
girls impressed with their attitude, with not one of
them giving up. Olivia managed to pip Sophia and
finish first, with Tabatha and Rachael following closely
behind.
The final groups to run were the Under 11s, who also
found it tough going. The boys were split, with Savile
managing to keep ahead of Louis to finish 15th, whilst
Charlie and Alex finished side by side.
Last up were the Under 11 Girls, who all ran
extremely well and finished within 10 paces of each
other. Daisy and Tilly finished 21st and 22nd
respectively, whilst Bethany finished in 30th place.
A fantastic running performance from all involved.
A big thank you to parents who supported the event
and cheered tirelessly all afternoon.
Mr Hunter and Mrs Jensen

The girls had to be split into two running teams
(Blues and Pinks). The Blues had Addison and Kate
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Mascot Awards.

Club Corner.
This week’s mascot winners, for best demonstrating the school’s value Adventure, are:
Reception: Isabella for showing high levels of concentration and achievement in the
	

adventures of literacy in Reception.
Year 1

Lola - for new adventure with multiplication

Year 2

Johnny - fearless with fractions

Year 3

Brayden - venturing to new literary pastures

Year 4

Skye - improved performance and adventure on the games field

Year 5

Alex - courage on an unexpected event adventure

Year 6

Year 6 Girls - adventures in Nursery as volunteers

New Menus

Next week you will be able to check
out our new delicious Spring menus
on our website via the following link:
http://www.theoldschoolhenstead.co.uk/
lunches/

Book Vouchers

PTFA Bingo Event

World Book Day vouchers were
sent out yesterday and may be
exchanged for a free book in the
World Book Day range, or used as a
£1 voucher against the purchase of
an alternative book. Happy Reading!

With the Family Bingo night on
Friday 24 March fast approaching, the
PTFA would be most grateful for any
donations of Easter eggs for game
prizes please.

PTFA

UNIFORM
SHOP
Opening Times
Tuesday 8.15-9.15
Thursdays 3.15-4.15

@OldSchoolHstead

News Extra
F a mily Bingo Friday 24
March 6:30pm

Summer Fayre Saturday 24
June 12:00-3:00pm

Summer Ball Saturday 8 July.
Save the date!
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