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Calendar for next week	
 	
 	
 	


Wednesday 25 January	
 	
 2.15 U11Netball v The Abbey (A)                                                                 
Friday 27 January	
 	
 8.50 Candlemas Service at St Mary’s Henstead                                          
Saturday 28 January	
 	
 9.45 Open Morning (half day school) 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
                	
 	
 	
 	
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Dates for your diary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Tuesday 7 February               	
 4.15 Parents‘ E-Safety Seminar   
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Message from the Headmaster
There was a real celebration of empathy this week as the newly elected 
School Council agreed to represent the views of their classmates for this 
term. There was a particular welcome for the Reception delegates, who 
join the Council for the first time this year. I have already received the 
minutes of the first meeting and wish them every success in this important 
source of ideas for the development of the school. Preparations are well 
under way for our Open Morning and we look forward to welcoming both 
our guests and members of the Henstead community. There will be plenty 
to see and do and a number of challenges for the House teams.                                                                                                
Mr McKinney                       

Our next Open Morning takes place on Saturday 28 January. 
Pupils’ registration will take place at 9.45. We encourage 
family, friends and other visitors to arrive between 9.45 and 
10.00 so that they may choose their options for the morning. 
We will end with a barbecue at 12 noon. 

It is also an opportunity for parents and grandparents to join 
their children in school for the morning.  If you are able to 
display one of our posters, please pick one up from the office. 
We appreciate your support in spreading the word.

Open Morning.

STOP PRESS: Today’s 3-0 win for the U10 Mixed Football Team will be reported fully in next week’s newsletter.
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 Fantastic Gymnastics.   

 Pupils in Reception and Year One are enjoying their gymnastics sessions in the gymnasium and making good 
progress in a very short time. We will report further on their progress later in the year.
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The Early Years had a very special 
visit from Oscar's Mummy Dr 
Susanna Lincoln on Wednesday 
afternoon. Nursery and Reception 
are learning about places around the 
world and this week are focusing on 
Spain. Susanna came in to tell us 
about the country she is from and 
we greeted her with 'hola', which we 
have learnt is 'hello' in Spanish. 
Susanna told us all about the place 
that she comes from and even told us 
some folk tales and stories. We loved 
hearing about the the deep dark cave 
in the mountain, and how there is a 
magical snake who can grant wishes 
and the fairies that live in some 
rivers! Susanna then taught us the 
names of colours in Spanish and we 
showed her some of the Spanish 
dancing that we have practised. 

Thank you Susanna for coming in and 
sharing with us all about Spain. 
Muchas gracias!

Early Years children were treated to 
some Spanish tapas for snack on 
Thursday. They enjoyed a variety of 
meats including Serrano ham and 
chorizo and some olives and cheese. 
It was very pleasing to see so many 
of the children try them - they 
seemed quite popular!

Miss O'Mara, Miss Butcher, Mrs Scriven 
& Mrs Dakin

 Early Years News.   

Nursery Star of the Week
Nursery Star of the Week goes to Euan, who has settled 
really well into his new Nursery and is showing he is a caring 
boy towards his friends. We hope you have a lovely weekend 
with Sparky, Euan. Make sure he isn't a cheeky dragon!         
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Last week in science, Year Two 
investigated materials found in the 
school playground and sorted 
them into natural and man-made 
materials. 

This week they bravely faced the 
ferocious wind power of the big, 
bad, hairdryer! 

By working in pairs and carefully 
selecting materials and designing 
structures to withstand the wrath 
of the wind, pupils were able to 
test how stable and effective their 
houses were in terms of keeping 
the little pigs safe inside.  The 
children were introduced to the 
scientific idea of a fair test, as 
adjudicated by Mr McKinney, and 
were able to evaluate the success 
of their models. 

Mrs Loader

p.s. The structures were so well 
designed with a number of very 
creative stabilising features, that none 
were destroyed by the big, bad 
hairdryer. Well done all.                   
Mr McKinney

 Material Testing.    



 5

School Council Election

Preparations for the School 
Council Elections began 
immediately upon return from the 
Christmas break. PSHEE lessons 
have provided a platform to discuss 
and explore the commitment and 
qualities that would-be 
representatives require to be 
effective members of the voice of 
the pupils.

 Year Six became campaign 
managers promoting the past 
achievements and future 
purposefulness of the School 
Council as they led Wednesday’s 
whole school assembly. 

The suggestion box, the friendship 
bench, chess set, shed toys, 
competitions and the Good 
Manners Award Scheme were all 
initiated by the voice of our pupils. 
With the election of our new 
representatives we look forward to 
enjoying the fruits of their labour.

At 10.50 am sharp the doors to 
the Polling Station were flung open 
and enthusiastic voters flocked in 
to have their say. 

Ably led by the members of Year 6, 
the ballot box revealed the much 
awaited result.

The results were as follows:

Reception – Robyn and Edward 

Year One – Amelie and Jack D

Year Two – Charlotte and Marli 

Year Three – Isobel R and Kitty

Year Four – Rosie and Louis M

Year Five – Alex and Sophia 

Year Six – Savile and Daisy McD

Miss Clifton

     School Council.
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Award-winning local author, Linda Davies, writer of 
our Year 6 shared text, Longbow Girl, visited the 
school on Tuesday.

Longbow Girl is a story about a young girl, Merry, 
who lives in the Welsh mountains. She is a restless 
girl who seeks out adventure at every possible 
moment. Year 6 has  currently read the first quarter 
of the book and are thoroughly enjoying the plot. 
We are beginning to encounter some strange 
activity and that is keeping us all well and truly 
hooked.

Much of the ideas behind the text are based on 
Linda’s own adventures in the Welsh mountains as a 
young child. She shared some real insights into her 
own life, and imparted to us her historical 
knowledge in the medieval use of the longbow. As 
well as this, Linda talked at length about life as an 
author: the challenges, the highs and the lows. Most 
importantly, though, she encouraged us all to have a 
novelist’s eye, looking at life through the eyes of a 
creative writer.

Many thanks must go to Linda for giving up her 
valuable personal time to visit us. For those who 
missed the book signing and sale, details about 
Longbow Girl, as well as many of Linda’s other 
books, may be found on the author’s website 
www.lindadavies.com. 

In December, Longbow Girl won the Mal Peet award 
for Children’s Book of the Year.

Mr Jensen

  Award-Winning Author Visit. 

http://www.lindadavies.com
http://www.lindadavies.com


 7

Ms Thomson and Nanny Pat welcomed a larger 
group of chefs to Week 2 of the Junior Cookery 
After School Club yesterday. 

This week’s recipe was cinnamon twists, constructed 
via a series of steps involving puff pastry, brown 
sugar, cinnamon, melted butter. and some clever 
twisting.

You can imagine the delicious smell in the kitchen as 
these delicious pastries cooked in the oven.  

The chefs were given personalised recipe books to 
record their recipes, so that they may try them again 
with their families at home.

We look forward to seeing next week’s 
masterpieces.

Pictured are some Year 
Five sculptors fresh from 
their work in textiles 
(making their awesome 
puppets) and getting down 
to earth with some serious 
clay modelling. Hmmm... 
where do the eyes go? 
Busted? Not on your life!

Mr Butcher

  Getting Ahead!

 Cooking up a storm.   
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Our wonderful chef Mrs Guildea is 
planning a treat for pupils next 
Wednesday, to celebrate Chinese 
New Year. The hot lunch menu will 
include Sweet & Sour Chicken, 
Vegetable Spring Rolls, Battered 
Pork, Noodles and Prawn Crackers. 
We are looking forward it.

If anyone is interested in starting 
drum lessons with our wonderful 
drum teacher Mr Bacon, please 
speak to Miss Sindall or call into the 
office.  As you may know, Mr Bacon 
is an accomplished musician, having 
played with the likes of Gloria 
Gaynor and Matt Goss, to name but 
two. Interested pupils may arrange a 
short taster lesson to help decide if 
it’s something they enjoy and wish to 
pursue.

Join our Family Roller Skating PTFA 
event on Saturday 28 January from 
3:30-5:30pm at Sir John Leman High 
(Main Hall).  Places are limited, 
therefore tickets are on sale on a 
first come first served basis from the 
PTFA at the office.Tickets £3.50 for 
skaters, aged 4 1/2 and above 
(including skate hire and a portion of 
chips); £1 (also including chips) for 
spectators. It should be a great 
afternoon.

We wish Tilly and Joe well in 
tomorrow’s ISA National Swimming 
Championships at the London 
Aquatics Centre, Olympic Park.

@OldSchoolHstead

PTFA 
News Extra

Family Roller Skating 
S a t u r d a y 2 8 t h J a n u a r y 
3:30-5:30, ages 4 1/2 up. 
Limited places on a first come 
first served basis. £3.50 skaters 
(includes skates & chips!); £1 
spectators (includes chips). 

Family Bingo Friday 24 
March 6:30pm

Summer Ball Saturday 8 July. 
Save the date!

UNIFORM 
SHOP

Opening Times    
Tuesday 8.15-9.15  

Thursdays 3.15-4.15

     Chinese New Year               Drum Lessons                     Roller Skating                                     

Club Corner.

  

 

                                                                               

                       

                                                            

 Mascot Awards.   

This week’s mascot winners, for best demonstrating the school’s value Empathy, are:

Reception: Ariane, for being really nice to her friends

Year 1     Tom, for appreciating how to apply himself to his studies

Year 2     George, for recognising when other people need help

Year 3     Isobel, for helping classmates with reading or giving out books

Year 4     Harry B, for really getting to grips with his learning 

Year 5     Archie, for his concerted effort considering how others might be feeling

Year 6     Beth, for showing kindness to younger children this week .


