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1.30 Years 2 & 3 Swimming
2.15 Years 4,5 & 6 Swimming
2.30 Reception & Year 1 Gymnastics
9.00 Year 1 visit to Strangers’ Hall, Norwich
12.30-3.30 ISA Swimming Gala, Crown Pools, Ipswich
Non-Uniform Day* in aid of Children in Need
10.30 Choir Sings for Children in Need in Beccles Town Centre
*Choir must come to school in full uniform and may change after returning from
their performance in Beccles.

Dates for your diary
Friday 1 December	


	


3.30-6.30 PTFA Christmas Fayre

Message from the Headmaster
This has been a week of great excitement for The Old School Henstead and
also one of sober reflection. We began by receiving our much awaited report on
the Inspection of the school. What pleases me most is the way in which the
children, the staff and our parents are united in providing the best opportunities
for our boys and girls to achieve their best and develop as young people. The
inspection team was able to feed back that this was very evident from the time
they spent with us. It is also pleasing that we have passed with flying colours!
We remembered those of the school family who have made the Supreme
Sacrifice at St Mary’s on Friday morning - it was a fitting tribute, made the more
poignant by the sounding of the Last Post. Lest we forget.
Mr McKinney

Our Enchanting House.

You may have noticed our newly painted Wendy house adjacent to the Early Years Entrance. It has been
transformed with woodland illustrations, lovingly hand painted by parent artist Mrs Lucy Webster, who so
generously gifted her time and talents to this project. We are most grateful.
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We will remember them.

At this time of year, we are filled with the joys of different festivals and celebrations. Harvest Festival,
Diwali, and Bonfire Night have all been celebrated at school this term, but arguably the most significant
event is Remembrance. The children are encouraged to think about the men and women that have
joined the armed forces to look after the people in this country and other people that needed our help.
It is their difficult and dangerous job to defend and protect people, and we must make time to show our
gratitude for what they do now and have done in the past. We hope that, through taking part in our
simple act of remembrance at St Mary's, the children begin to appreciate that this is not a day to
celebrate; it is a day to show our respect for these people, past and present.
Miss Sindall
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Behind the Mask.

Pictured here are Year Three hard at work on one of Africa's most celebrated art forms. The astonishing
variety of shapes and decoration which characterise the continent's approach to the natural and spiritual
world provides an ideal opportunity to use reclaimed and original materials to create pattern, symmetry and
to focus on facial expressions. Now for the dancing!
Mr Butcher

Second Hand Book Sale.
Children’s Book Sale
Following the highly successful and much enjoyed
previously shared ventures, the School Council and
the PTFA will again be working in partnership.
With Christmas rapidly approaching, this is an ideal
opportunity for making space. Please have a
rummage through those books that are gathering
dust on your children’s shelves at home and donate
any used books they no longer need or want. Not
only will you be clearing space, you will be keeping
these books in circulation for other children to

enjoy while helping to raise funds for the School
Council and the PTFA – funds that will then be
reinvested to benefit all.
All donations may be left in Year 6 or given to a
member of the School Council.
The sale will take place in Year 6 on
Thursday 16th November from
3.30-4.30pm.
Miss Clifton
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Early Years News.

Inspired by Tom's rendition of "Humpty Dumpty" and his comment
"poor Humpty, everyone knows you can't fix a broken egg", we
embarked on a week of egg investigations, crafts and problem solving.
And to end the week, we enjoyed a surprise visit from James’
grandparents and Mummy, who so kindly brought in their five Jack
Russell puppies to introduce to us. The children observed their
different personalities, softness and colours. It was an exciting end to
the week. Thank you James’ Grandma and Grandpa.

Nursery Star of the Week
Nursery Star of the Week goes to Tom for becoming more
involved in new group activities with his friends. Priscilla the
owl is off home with him.
Mrs Vorster and Miss Butcher

4

Reception Roundup.
Welcome back to a very busy term in Reception. Now that
the weather has changed, the children have enjoyed applying
themselves this terms value ‘resilience’ when tackling coats,
boots, hats and gloves.
Now we have covered all the sounds of the alphabet we have
been reciting the alphabet and reminding ourselves that
letters have names as well as sounds. We particularly have
enjoyed using our sounds to practise blending to support
our reading.
Despite the cold weather we have enjoyed continuing shape
investigations using our environment in Maths. We have used
our cutting skills to sort different images by shape and used
our counting to organise squares and circles.
Knowledge and understanding the world and art this week
has been topic based, with discussions and activities that are
linked to Remembrance Day and how we remember past
events within our lives.
Thank you to all the parents who have attended parent
interviews this week. It was lovely to have the opportunity to
share all your children’s amazing achievements. Thank you for
your continued support.
Mrs Scriven & Mrs Dakin
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SPORTS ROUND UP
Hockey

DOUBLE WIN IN MIXED HOCKEY
Friday’s U11 and U9 mixed Hockey fixtures against
Hethersett Old Hall School were contested in very
chilly conditions, but that did not stop Henstead
taking charge of both matches.
U11 showed exceptional teamwork as they passed in
and around the opposition. The triangle of Kate, Daisy
and Rebecca were almost unstoppable, resulting in
Kate being the top scorer of the day with 7 fantastic
goals. Our goalies (Rachael and Tabatha) had a good
defensive team around them, with Alex especially
shining as he continued to clear the ball to stop the
opposition from scoring. Well done U11 on your
ongoing teamwork and support of one another. It’s so
lovely to see you really grow with as a team. A well
deserved win of 11:3.

It was a very proud moment for me as their Games
teacher to see them applying strategies taught during
lessons and then getting a positive result from it.
Unfortunately for our opposition, they did not stand
a chance against Imogen F-T in defence. She has been
referred to as ‘The Brick Wall’. Absolutely fantastic
defending!
I would like to mention all 9 players, as for many of
them it was their first hockey fixture and I was very
impressed with their positive sportsmanship and their
willingness to give it a go. Well done Ayla, Imogen F-T,
Francis, Immy P, Isobel, Isabelle, Harry S, Kitty and
George.You deserved the 3:0 win today.
Mrs Jensen

After finding their feet in some new positions, the U9s
showed some real teamwork. It was pleasing to see
Isabelle working her way up the pitch and passing the
ball into the goal D where George finished it off. My
favourite goal of the day, however, was seeing our left
wing Kitty run ahead to the goal D (as she has been
taught in lessons to do) and waiting for the pass in
before making her strike into the goal.
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Upcoming PTFA Events.
Children in Need Cake Stall

Christmas Fayre

Next Friday 17 November, the PTFA will be
supporting the school choir whilst they sing in
Beccles to raise money for Children in Need, by
running a cake stall.

The Christmas Fayre will be held from 3.30 –
6.30pm on Friday 1st December.

We would appreciate donations of cakes brought to
school on the Friday morning. Could you spare some
time to help run the stall?

Non-Uniform Day
Following on from the singing and cake stall, the
PTFA is holding a non-uniform day for the children
in preparation for the Christmas Fayre and to raise
money for Children in Need. The children may come
to school in their own clothes in return for a £1
donation for Children in Need and a gift for the
Christmas Fayre hampers or bottle tombola. Those
singing in the choir will need to come in school
uniform and may change on returning to school.

There will be all the children’s favourites including
the ever popular teddy and chocolate tombolas,
face-painting and visits to Santa’s grotto.
We would appreciate donations of the following:
• Chocolate
• Soft toys in good condition
• Raffle prizes
• Any other general tombola prizes
A box for these donations will be available in the
school office.
We always need volunteers to help make these fundraising events successful. In particular we need:
• people to help out running stalls and games

Please would children in Nursery, Reception,Year 1
and Year 2 bring a bottle for the bottle tombola and
children in Years 3-6 bring a hamper gift in their class
colour in addition to £1.
The colours will be:
Year 3 – Red
Year 4 – Purple
Year 5 – Silver
Year 6 – Gold

• volunteers to sell raffle tickets the week
before the fayre and
• helpers to set up the stalls during the
afternoon.
If you are free on the 1st December, please let Mrs
Raylene Plummer know.
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Mascot Awards.

Club Corner.

Mascots were awarded this week to the pupils best demonstrating our school value for
this half term - Resilience:
Reception: Robin for his resilient approach to reading and writing.
Year 1: Ariane for showing resilience when tackling challenging tasks.
Year 2: Tom for resiliently working in maths.
Year 3: James for showing resilience when practising his handwriting.
Year 4: Harry S for bouncing straight back into his learning after half term.
Year 5: Harry for resiliently working on problems until they are solved.
Year 6: Matthew for showing outstanding resilience when trying to conquer complex
	

mathematics problems.

Children in Need

Hats, Gloves & Scarves

Fireworks Success

Please come along to support our
choir singing in Beccles town centre
(opposite Boots and HSBC Bank)
next Friday 17 November, at
10:30am, to raise money for Children
in Need.

Just a reminder that only uniform
hats, scarves and gloves are
permitted to be worn at school and
on trips. These items are all available
from our Uniform Shop.

We are pleased to report that our
Bonfire & Fireworks Party raised
£640 (after costs deducted) for
PTFA funds. Thank you to everyone
who supported the event.

Paddington

UNIFORM
SHOP
Opening Times
Term Time
Mondays 8.15-9.15
Thursdays 3.15-4.15

Our LAMDA teacher Mrs Camplin
showed children the new pop-up
book based on Paddington 2, which
her daughter Joanna Bill illustrated.

@OldSchoolHstead

PTFA

News Extra
Children in Need Cake
Stall Friday 17 November,
1 0 : 3 0 B e c c l e s To w n
C e n t re , a lo n g s i d e t h e
choir singing.
Christmas Fayre Friday 1
December 3:30-6:30pm.
Please spread the word.
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