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Issue 10 1 December 2017

	


8.55 Assembly Concert
1.30 Years 2 & 3 Swimming
2.15 Years 4,5 & 6 Swimming
2.30 Reception & Year 1 Gymnastics
	

	

	

Year 4 Assembly
	

	

Inter-House Christmas Competition
Inter-House Junior Unihoc
9.00 Nursery Visits Post Office
Inter-House Senior Hockey
PTFA Christmas Parties (pupils may bring party clothes to change into after
lunch)

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 13 December	

Thursday 14 December
	

Friday 15 December 	

 	

	

	

	

	

Monday 18 December Wednesday 20 December 	


9.15 Nursery Nativity
2.00 School Nativity at St Mary’s Henstead
12.00 School Christmas Lunch (all pupils invited)
7.00 Carol Service at St Mary’s Henstead
Holiday Club (bookable via the office)

Message from the Headmaster
Christmas spirit has really taken hold at the school this week with the boys and
girls preparing their Christingles for the Advent service this morning. As I write
the stalls are going up for the Christmas fayre, with the grotto in readiness for
that special visitor who will be eager to hear what is on the wish list this year.
Enormous thanks to the PTFA who have worked so hard in selling tickets,
collecting prizes, recruiting stallholders and providing refreshments. We are
most grateful for all that you do on behalf of the school and the fayre is one of
the highlights of the year for children of all ages.
Mr McKinney

Get Ready for Christmas Around The World.
Junior Nativity Play, 14 December, St Mary’s Church
This term the Junior Choir has been learning songs from around the world - including Australia (Waltzing
Matilda) and Jamaica (Day Oh), Germany (Oberammergau) and Brazil (Sambalele) and we have taken this
theme for our Nativity play. Christmas Around the World has given us the opportunity to study songs that
represent the different cultural and musical features of six chosen countries from all across the world. We
are examining why Christmas is celebrated as well as encouraging unity and harmony among the nations.
The performance will also include creative dances that capture the various national characteristics and we
look forward to welcoming you to what we hope will be a very colourful performance in St. Mary's
Church.
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Christingle Celebrations.

Today the children proudly held the Christingles they made in school yesterday and filled St Mary's church
with the beauty of candlelight to represent the light of Jesus in the world. The Reverend Reavil, assisted by
Tabatha and Matthew, confused us all with Easter eggs but then explained that Christmas is not all about what
we receive but about the love that we can share with others.
The word Christingle could have come from several sources. It might be an 'English' version of
'Christkindl' (meaning little Christ child), the present bringer is some parts of Germany and other European
countries, who represents the baby Jesus. It could be a the putting together of the words Christmas and ingle.
Ingle is an old Scots word for fire and so that would make it mean the 'Christ Light'. As Christingles originally
came from Germany, the first theory is more likely. We do know that that the tradition began in the Moravian
Church in 1747.
The first Christingle service held in England was in 1968 and the idea came from John Pensom, of the
Children's Society who was also known as "Mr Christingle"! People didn't think the service would work as
making the Christingles would be too complicated - but they were wrong! The custom has spread through to
all kinds of churches and is one of the most common and popular Christmas services in the UK, especially
among children. We are also pleased to report that we raised £158 for The Children’s Society. Thank you for
your generosity.
Miss Sindall

Science Heroes Study.
Year 5 has spent the first part of this half term
studying the life of a scientist. After having
researched and chosen somebody that interested
them, they carried out independent research into
the personal and professional life of their chosen
scientist. Scientists range in name and area of
study; from household names like Alexander
Graham Bell and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, to
lesser known scientists like Stubbins Ffirth and
Jerry Yang. What has been most impressive is the
fact that the pupils have kept away in most part

from traditional scientific areas of study and aimed
at finding out more about the lesser known, and
perhaps lesser valued, scientists that have
contributed to our lives over the last two to three
hundred years.
Research posters are on display in the hall and I
encourage you to come in and have a look for
yourself.
Mr Jensen
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Let it snow.

The photographs depict the
excitement that descended on the
school this week when flurries of
snow started to fall on Thursday
morning.
At break time there was a dash
outside to feel the large snowflakes
fall on warm faces. Teams of pupils
started crafting the snow into
snowballs, snowmen and snow
angels. Happy days!
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Nursery News.
It was Space Week in Nursery,
inspired by many of the children
making comments on the Moon and
their enthusiasm for " 5 little men in
a flying saucer".
We used aliens and astronauts in
maths for size comparison,
measuring in different units, adding
and sharing equally.
Miss Butcher has created an
interactive Space zone with a dark
tent, torches, planets, non fiction
space books and moon rocks.
The children have had a creative
week in role as aliens, astronauts,
making nebulas, planets and inter
galactic passports.What a busy
week.

Nursery Star of the Week
Congratulations Iona, Nursery Star of the Week.You have
been so helpful to your friends and teachers this week.
Priscilla is looking forward to sleepover at your house this
weekend.
Mrs Vorster and Miss Butcher
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Reception Roundup.
We have been modelling new relationship skills this week as
we welcome new children to the Henstead community.
Our listening and attention skills are developing as we
rehearse for our Nativity performance.
Our understanding of digraph and trigraphs continues to
grow as we progress through the reading scheme with great
enthusiasm.
Due to the excitement of the snow arriving on Thursday, our
health and self-care was put to the test with the need for
wrapping up warm, keeping dry and being aware of the
dangers that the inclement weather bestows upon us.
In maths, we have enjoyed learning about adding numbers
and we are preparing to learn how to subtract numbers.
Our week was finished with an enlightening experience as
we enjoyed the advent service at St Mary’s church with our
own Christingles.
Mrs Scriven & Mrs Dakin

5

SPORTS ROUND UP
Swimming

SWIMMING
Years 2 and 3 are continuing to make great strides
in their weekly swimming lessons. This week they
were practising backstroke and focused on building
their upper body strength and technique by only
using their arms - no leg kicking allowed! The boys
and girls listened carefully to instructions and
followed them well.
These lessons are valuable for the skills and
confidence that they instill in the children, as well
as for ensuring that they always stay safe in the
water. Let's not forget too that swimming is also
lots of fun and it's obvious that they really enjoy
their sessions.
Furthermore, the swimming schedule helps
prepare pupils for competitive events, where they
represent the school.
Mrs Sonn
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Christmas Fayre.

There was much excitement around the
school yesterday afternoon as darkness
descended and news that Father Christmas
had flown in for a special pre-Christmas
visit.
Every room was filled with stalls, games,
crafts and a Christmas Café. There were
queues outside Santa’s Grotto.
We are most grateful to everyone who
supported this event with their
contributions, purchases and organisational
skills. Thank you to the wonderful PTFA
team of parents who work so tirelessly for
the benefit of the school.
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Mascot Awards.

Club Corner.

Mascots were awarded this week to the pupils best demonstrating our school value for
this half term - Resilience:
Reception: Sebastian for his resilience in reading and his word boxes.
Year 1: Jackson for trying to change more quickly for games.
Year 2: Lolah for continued hard work in maths.
Year 3: Gabriel for a huge amount of resilience getting used to a new school.
Year 4: Ayla for showing resilience when writing a poem at school, then extending herself
by independently writing one at home.
Year 5: Daisy for resiliently working through tougher and tougher English tasks.
Year 6: Olivia for continued effort to lead by example.

Holiday Club

Our Christmas Holiday Club will run
from Monday 18 to Wednesday 20
December, hosted by Mr Hunt and
Miss Butcher. It is open to pupils in
Reception to Year 6. Booking forms
have been sent out this week.
Wednesday will be particularly
exciting as the children will be
working as teams to compete
throughout the day. Gift-wrapping,
igloo making, treasure hunting will all
feature. I am sure the tidying effort
at the end of the day will be as
adventurous and challenging!

Christmas Post

Our school Christmas postal service
will start on Monday 4 December,
run by our Year 2 elves, who will sort
and distribute mail around the
school. Simply drop your Christmas
cards into the post box outside the
Headmaster’s study, making sure that
every envelope has the name of the
recipient, plus their year.

Poppy Appeal
We are pleased to report that we
raised £212 in our Poppy Appeal.
Thank you to everyone who so
generously donated to this
worthwhile cause.

Gift Wrapping Service

Don’t forget the PTFA gift wrapping
service continues to be available on
two subsequent Mondays - 4 and 11
December at pick up time. Please
bring your gifts for beautiful
wrapping by Mrs Webster and help
raise funds for the PTFA at the same
time.

UNIFORM
SHOP
Opening Times
Term Time
Mondays 8.15-9.15
Thursdays 3.15-4.15

@OldSchoolHstead
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